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A volunteer acts as a victim at the terror attack simulation in Atwood.

Course preps students for disaster
Vicki Ikeogu
NEWS EDITOR

It’s the calm before the
storm, and suddenly ,the
unthinkable happens. A
terrorist has detonated a
bomb and chaos shatters
the peace.
This was exactly what
Professor Pat Bodelson’s
Global Disaster Relief

Policy class prepared for.
POL 458, a three-week
summer course, has taken
the students out of the
classroom, and prepared
them for a terrorist attack
simulation, “Event Blastopolis,” that took place on
June 5 in the Atwood Little
Theatre.
“What we are trying to
do, is simulate this terrorist

attack,” said Sarah Cermak, security team leader.
Addressing the crowd prior
to the simulation, student
Corey Vossen told the
volunteers to act as much as
they could.
The students playing
EMTs and police would
be there to help. About 20
and were watching a “mov-

ie” around 4 p.m. when the
volunteer “terrorist” rose
from their seat and detonated a bomb, which consisted
of popping a balloon. Confusion and screaming were
heard seconds later when
roles, played their part.
“It was pretty intense,”
said volunteer Justus
Sanchez, who lost an arm

as a result of the explosion. Derek Ehlert, suffering a head wound, said he
couldn’t help feeling the
reality of this event. “When
the guy stood up, it was like
‘oh, man’,” he said.
Bodelson’s class sprang
into action. Emergency
crews, police, security, posttraumatic-stress-disorder
specialists, and the media

emerged on the scene to
help and describe the events
taking place.
Wounded volunteers
were taken either by wheel
chair, or by the aid of others, to the triage center set
up outside Atwood, and
from there, were shuttled
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A volunteer gets help putting on makeup by a POL 458 student for Event Blastopolis in the Atwood Little Theatre.

Lemonade Concert and Art Fair to celebrate 40 years
Ismail Waseem
NEWS EDITOR

The Lemonade Concert
and Art Fair is coming back
to SCSU.
This fair is an annual
exhibition of art and music,
which draws more than
10,000 people from across
central Minnesota.
This year, the Lemonade Concert and Art
Fair, which is sponsored

INSIDE

by Health Partners, will be
held on Thursday, June 27,
at SCSU.
More than 250 vendors
are expected to display potphotography, paintings,
clothing, lawn ornaments,
metal sculpture, lemonade,
sweet corn, smoked turkey
legs, kettle corn, artisan
candy, burgers, sandwiches,
ice cream, shaved ice,
smoothies and more.
Vendors will exhibit
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Opinions....4
Marquee.....5
Sports........6

from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m., followed by live music performances from noon to 5:30
p.m., and again from 8 p.m.
to 9 p.m.
The event will also
include the annual Granite
City Days Opening Ceremony, featuring a performance by Don Shelby as
Mark Twain.
During this ceremony,
Mayor Dave Kleis will
honor the recipients of
the Rock - On Award,

Graduates share stories

which recognizes St. Cloud
individuals, organizations
and businesses who have
demonstrated outstanding
civic participation, leadership or achievements. This
will be followed by the annual Symphony Orchestra
concert.
The symphony will be
conducted by Daniel O’
Bryant, assistant professor
and director of orchestras
at. SCSU.
This year will mark the
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Siblings, former
refugees
celebrate
graduation

40th Anniversary of the
fair. “In honor of the 40th
Anniversary, we have added
Mainstage performances by
the Wild Spirit Band and
Home Free,” said David
L. McCandless, who is the
Assistant Director for Campus Programs and Spirit
Groups of Department of
Campus Involvement at
SCSU.
Various entertainment
activities are also planned
for the children. Depart-

S.C.R.A.P.S. is recycled art

ment of Campus Involvement has worked with the
Paramount Theater to
sponsor the Little Lemons
Children’s Area from 11
a.m. to 6 p.m.
“This is an interactive
area where children can
paint, draw, and create their
own pottery, among other
activities. We will also have
live children’s entertainment throughout the day,”
said David.

Page 5
S.C.R.A.P.S.
showcases local art
made from trash
and recyclables.
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From Somalia to SCSU:
Recent SCSU graduates share refugee
stories
Vicki Ikeogu
NEWS EDITOR

Earning a college
diploma may seem challenging to some, but three
recent SCSU graduates
have faced far greater challenges in order to even get
to that point.
Leaving their wartorn homeland, living in a
refugee camp in Kenya for
half-way across the globe
and being transplanted
into mainstream American
society, siblings Farhiya,
have struggled with adversity in adapting to their new
environment and the desire
to maintain their national
identity.
After being born and
spending the early years of
their lives in Somalia, the
into the chaos of Somalia’s
civil war, which broke out
in 1991.
“Everyone was escaping
for their lives,” said Ahmed
Ali, Farhiya’s husband. “Ev-

found themselves displaced
persons. Without a home,
Farhiya, Anab, and Abdikadir were forced to move
into the Dadaab Protected
Refugee Camp across the
border in the neighboring
country of Kenya.
“Everything was taken
away,” said Farhiya. “When
you’re living there, it is difThe siblings described
their seventeen-year stay at
Dadaab as one of unknown
dangers and constant concern.
“Life was a struggle,”
said Abdikadir. “There was
not enough food.”
“There was not enough
healthcare,” said Anab.
was security,” Ali said of the

was looting and rape.
Without the protection of
a government, people were
vulnerable.”
plained that people in the
were essentially trapped.
There was limited movement between the refugee
camps; one was basically
stuck there.
“Your rights were not
protected. You have lost
your nationality,” Ali said.
chance they were hoping
for; a chance to leave their
refugee camp home of sevhow the process of relocating to another foreign
country works.
Ali said that each year,
the foreign nations, such as
the United States, allocate
for a certain number of
refugees they are willing
to allow to stay in their
country.
Then, it will be decided
which people are eligible to
leave, and according to Ali,
it’s those that have priorities, such as those who cannot go back to their home
country, or those that have
been in the camp for a long
time.
Those that are eligible, go through a lengthy
process of interviews,
background checks, medical screenings and security checks. Refugees that
successfully meet all of the
criteria are allowed to leave
the camps for a new life.
That new life, however,
brought about a new series
Landing in Chicago, the
about three months before
relocating to Minnesota,
which houses a growing
population of Somali immigrants, with nearly 10,000
in the St. Cloud area alone.
“Everything was new,”
said Anab.
“You had to become

dependent on someone,”
Farhiya said.

li community was to help
with the transition to life in
America. “You don’t know
the social norms or the culture. You have no navigation of the school or health
care system. The commu-

universitychronicle.net

shows you where to go for a
primary clinic, and how to
apply for jobs.”
“It’s all about the support system we get from the
community,” Farhiya said.
“One of the signs of
our culture is to help each
other,” Abdikadir said,
“Even if we fought them
back home, we still help
them.”
After being settled in the

Staff

siblings were able to enroll
in college to discover and

graduated with a degree in
Statistics.
“Growing up, I always
had an interest in math and
science,” he said. Abdikadir was also involved in an
undergraduate study that
involved recidivism rates in
Stearns County, which is
how the county handles and
supervises repeat criminal
offenders.
While these degrees
are important for Farhiya,
Anab and Abdikadir, they

St. Cloud State University
13 Stewart Hall
St. Cloud, Minnesota
56301-4498

Phone

-

Farhiya, the oldest
of the three, majored in
Social Work with a minor
in Human Relations. “I’m
passionate about helping
people,” she said. “After
all, I was helped by a social
worker.”
Anab, the middle child,
majored in Community
Health and Biology. “I had
a very strong interest in
public health,” she said. “I
want to work with health
issues in the community, health promotion and
health education.”
Abdikadir, the young-
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after their graduation from SCSU.

are also concerned with the
issues facing their former
homeland. “My uncle, my
dad’s brother’s children, still
live in Somalia,” Farhiya
said.
“We feel we have a responsibility to our people,”
Abdikadir said.
While in the last few
Somalia is starting to stabilize, it is still an uphill climb.
“The whole country
is a little upside down. It
will take time to rebuild,”
Farhiya said.

Abdikadir said.
Because of their educafeel that they can make
a difference in the Somali community here in St.
Cloud, and assist in rebuilding their country.
years ago and where they
are today. Now some of
them have families and a
very promising future. This
is a country where you can
come with nothing and
have a dream,” Ali said.

back, but not right now,”
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Doctors attempt to save a patient at the simulation.

Simulation
Continued from Page 1
back into the building’s hospital facility set up outside
of the Quick Zone convenience store.
Three hospital beds,
separated by sheets, housed
the critical and seriously
wounded volunteers. Student doctors rushed to save
the wounded, but those
that did not make it were
covered with a white sheet
and removed from the beds
to make room for more
patients.
Back in the theater,
student police and security
administration had discovered another “bomb”

and were able to disarm it
would have gone off.
Trying to recreate the
crime scene, these student
investigators tried to piece
together the events that
of this was taking place
under the watchful eye of
the media, questioning the
police and documenting the
trauma that was going on
around them.
The simulation itself
lasted about an hour. While
the acting sometimes resulted in laughter from other
volunteers and students
alike, focusing on the reality
of the situation was seen by
all the students involved in
coordinating this event.
Bodelson said the idea
behind this type of learn-

pedagogy”.
“The more you do, the
more you retain,” she said.
Bodelson said she was
inspired by disasters going
on in the news and sought
to replicate them in her
classroom. She said the terrorist simulation her class
prepared for was based on
the Boston Marathon ter-

to do quite a bit of research
on their roles. Bodelson
said students were required
to know how much time
it would take emergency
crews to respond to an
event like this, where ambulances and helicopters
were able to land, how long
it took a person to bleed
out if they lost a limb, how
to make a tunicate to stop

year.
“I really wanted to

plans of Atwood to see
how they would react to an

people took in preparing
for a terrorist attack,” said
Kyle Hahn, a history major
playing the role of chief
legal analyst and security
team member.
Bodelson’s students,
throughout the duration of
the course, were required

Along with this, students also got to hear from
the hospital, and homeland
security personnel, to help
them formulate a plan of
action. Bodelson said the
students were graded on
their participation in the

simulation overall.
“I learned that an event
ed,” said Rhondisha Washington, the supplies coordinator. “You think about
this way more, and can be
way more prepared,” said
Jonathon Sibrian.
“It shows the amount of
people you actually need,”
said Vossen.
Bodelson’s goal in
teaching this class was to
aid students in being ready
to respond in case they are
ever in a similar situation.
“I think it helps,” she
said. “Students will be more
prepared.”
Bodelson has taught this
time using a man-made
disaster.

The University Chronicle is
distributed on the campus of
St. Cloud State University
along with businesses in the
downtown St. Cloud area.

Corrections
The University Chronicle
prides itself on journalistic
integrity. We strive to
publish the most accurate
information, but we are
prone to human mistakes.
We will correct any errors
of fact or misspelled names
promptly. Call 308.4086 with
any corrections.
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Xbox One: surveillance in every home
age space, and the Kinect.
Even though it hasn’t been
released yet, Microsoft is being
hit with all sorts of entertaining
accusations. They’re probably
not fun for Microsoft, though.

Joe Edmonds
OPINIONS EDITOR

The new Xbox could be the
One.
It probably will not save us
from the inevitable destruction of
humanity by our robot lords. In
fact, it could be a bit of a push in
that very direction.
The new Xbox One is the
next generation console by Microsoft. Featuring new hardware that
could blow top-end PCs out of
the water and give it the ability to
run even the most complex game
engines with ease.
This is what fans of the Xbox
360 were hoping to read when
Microsoft released the hardware
it’s all pretty underwhelming. The
only thing to really brag about
is its eight-core processor, which
PlayStation 4 also has. The One
also features eight GB of DDR3
RAM, 500 GB of onboard stor-

Australia start declaring your new
gaming console as home surveillance technology, it probably puts
on a little pressure.
The Kinect is the main focus
of these accusations. The Kinect is the Xbox’s motion sensor
device, which captures motion
through an externally connected
camera.
This might not concern people
if it was possible to unplug this
camera from Microsoft’s new
console. Some of the new features
also include facial recognition
software to recognize and remember who has played on that
system.
Perhaps, even this might not
bother people. However, all of
this is happening while the One
is connected to a cloud storage
server.
Recent allegations towards
Verizon Wireless have shown that
large companies are not above
gathering information for the
National Security Agency, which
Microsoft was involved with.

Microsoft has been accused of
this-and-that during their time as
computer selling giants. With the
popularity of the Xbox 360, they
have a fan base that’s ready to
move on to the next step in gaming, with no doubt.
Unfortunately, this is coming
into question for many Microsoft

Microsoft attempts to further
convince us that buying a game
console does not entitle ownership by requiring the console
to be connected once every 24
hours. The One performs online
checks automatically, whether or
not its on. If a connection isn’t
established, you get blocked, or an
angry letter from Microsoft.

Online piracy, a hot-button
copyright issue, has lead some media companies to make moves to
try to protect their virtual property. Microsoft has been one of the
leaders for copyright protection,
and it shows through the Xbox
One’s management of trading or
buying used games.
The rumors circulating around
the Internet were that the One
could not play games that have
already been used on another system. Microsoft quickly dispelled
these rumors, but the reality is not
much better. Users will be granted
a “gift pass” in the event one of
your friends wants to borrow your
game.
You only get one, though,
and you have to be friends with
that person for at least 30 days.
Hopefully that puts a stop to the
vigilantist gamers handing out
games to strangers.

The impending wedding season

Tiffany Krupke
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

It’s wedding season and my mind is
on the six weddings I will attend in the
next four months.
Yes, six weddings.
I don’t know how it happened, but
it seems as though everyone in my life
who was in a serious relationship is
now getting married in the next three
months.
I am excited.
As a child of divorced parents, I
have received a fair share of warnings
about marriage. I also have interacted
with numerous divorced people who
tell me stories about how their mar-

riage went wrong.
Yet, I remain hopeful in marriage. I
also am excited to watch these wonderful couples take the next step in their
lives together.
I have been cautioned and warned
off marriage. I was pushed to doubt
and become a cynic, until I changed
my mind.
I, long ago, realized not to let the
the world.
I also have stopped letting the mistakes of others impact my decisions.
There was a period in my life that I
was adamant about how I wanted my
life to go. I planned to power through
A couple of weeks ago, a friend reminded me of something I said during
fall semester that really hit home with
me. I told him I was going to live my
life and work as hard as I could.
I also said I would probably die at
the age of 50. Such a sad statement.
In my mind, my life was set of

achievements that I could plot out
ahead of time. I was going to meet
these goals and then the equation
would equal happiness.
Little did I know that life has a way
of changing your mind about, well…
everything.
Back then, I thought I knew what
direction my life was heading, but I
couldn’t have been more wrong. I
scared myself away from the life that
I knew that I wanted – settling down
with someone I love and care about –
Life presents no guarantees. Even
things we see as concrete can quickly
slip away. Our life is always transitioning.
Nothing is ever certain, nor should
it be. Yet, when we are honest about
what we truly want, we are one step
So as these friends take the next
step in their lives, I consider myself
proud to stand beside them.
Do I believe two people can spend
their lives together? I do.

With Electronic Entertainment Expo around the corner,
many people are speculating on
Microsoft’s next move. Maybe this
is a very elaborate prank on all
of us, and to make up for it, they
announce “Half-Life 3”.
We only need to look to Bill
Adama to know why always being
inviting the Cylons in your home.

PHOTO COURTESY OF FORBES.COM

The Xbox One, with the Kinect and new controller.

Quote of the Week
“Just because something
bears the aspect of the
inevitable one should not,
therefore, go along willingly with it.”
Phillip K. Dick

The opinions expressed on
the Opinions page are not
necessarily those of the
college, university system or
student body.

Have an opinion?
Send a letter to the
editor.
Web
www.universitychronicle.net
Email
editor@universitychronicle.net
Mail
13 Stewart Hall, SCSU, St. Cloud,
MN 56301
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S.C.R.A.P.S: more than just recycling

BABITA SHRESTHA / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

All the pictures are from S.C.R.A.P. S. Plastic, pens, glue, coffee bags and other trash and recycables were used to create works of art.
Ryan Hanenburg
STAFF WRITER

Most people look at
things like old glass bottles,
discarded decorations, used
egg cartons, and wrapping
paper, and see nothing but
trash.
However, the people in
charge of the S.C.R.A.P.S.
project see only opportunity.
S.C.R.A.P.S. (St. Cloud
Recycled Art Project Shop)

was started in 2005, when
the Program of Arts for St.
Cloud heard of a similar
program already going on
in California.
They decided to start up
a program here, and eight
years later, it’s still going
strong.
The program collects
unwanted and discarded
materials from businesses,
institutions, and individual
donations, which are then
sorted by volunteers and
displayed for the public to
collect whatever they wish.

The program holds
public donation/collection
Thursday of each month at
Serberger Park Shelter. The
program is a form of recycling and helps to reduce
the amount of waste going
This also helps schools
by providing free materials
for children’s art projects.
S.C.R.A.P.S. will accept just
about anything, with the
exception of hazardous materials and used food items.

great volunteers who sort
and help organize each
event. One of those volunteers is Joyce Wittenhagen,
who has been volunteering
with S.C.R.A.P.S. almost
since the beginning.
“The strangest thing
that has been donated so
far, was a collection of the
elastic waistbands from
men’s shorts”, Joyce said,
which was donated by a
woman.
Joyce also presented
homemade handbags,
which had been made from

materials such as coffee
bags and scraps of cloth.
There were also various art projects displayed
throughout the facility,
which included farm silos
made from oatmeal cans,
and decorated canisters
with faces drawn on them.
Jennifer Penzkover, who
is the Arts Commission
Coordinator, oversees the
project for the city. Penzkover said that their main
consumers include the Boy
and Girl Scouts, elementary
school teachers, as well as

art students.
Penzkover also said
that there has been a large
increase in donations
and volunteers since the
program’s start. She cites a
recycling.
gram Head, when asked if
there’s an end in sight for
the program, stated, “We’ll
keep going as long as we
can, and I don’t see a closing in our future.”

‘Metro: Last Light’ is immersive, gritty fun
Ryan Hanenburg
STAFF WRITER

Metro Last Light is, wait
for it, a post-apocalyptic
shooter. Now, before you
get out torches and pitchforks to condemn it as
yet another Fallout clone,
there’s some things you
should know about Metro.
First off, it’s not set in the
United States, but rather
in the wastes of Russia
and their sprawling metro
transit system. This is more
than just a simple lan-

scrawled on the walls. The
world has a unique feeling
to it with a distinct difference between the world of
the tunnels and the devastation of the surface.
The atmosphere of this
game is its main selling
point, and it does not disappoint. The graphics are
beautiful and haunting all
at the same time. The world
feels wild and completely
devoid of human life with
horribly mutated wildlife
as your only companion. A

high point of this game is
the fact that the mechanics
add to the immersion and
atmosphere of the game.
For example, your mask
occasionally gets covered
by dirt, water, or blood,
and you must press a button to wipe it. Little details
like this make Metro Last
Light a rich experience
that makes you forget that
you’re actually playing a
game.
The story continues
Metro 2033, where you, as

the Ranger Artyom, have
launched a missile attack
against a race of beings
known only as “The Dark
Ones”, due to the dangers
they present to the people
of the Metro. As the game
begins, your commanding

investigate rumors of the
Dark Ones’ survival and ensure their destruction. This
leads Artyom all throughout
the Metro as you discover a
secret plan that could lead
to the doom of the Rangers, as well as the rest of the

Metro.
The gunplay is adequate, with the main
attraction being the weapon
upgrade system and the
updated stealth mechanics
that allow you to take down
enemies non-lethally, or
stealth kill them. One interesting aspect of the Metro
series is the economy, which
utilizes bullets as currency.
It makes sense in a postapocalyptic environment
and is far easier to rationalize than the use of traditional cash or bottle caps.

Everything about the game
is designed to immerse you
in the world right down to
the cash system.
Overall, Metro Last
Light has a good story,
decent gameplay, and
amazing immersion. It’s

two endings for replay value
and a world that has to be
seen to believe. It’s also
a very adult game, so be
prepared for all the imagery
that entails.
Final Verdict: 9/10

The upcoming console war: Playstation 4 vs. Xbox One
Andrew DeMars
MARQUEE EDITOR

The next-generation of
consoles have been announced
for Sony and Microsoft. The
Xbox One is the next installment in the Microsoft gaming
console, while almost to no
one’s surprise, the PlayStation
4 will be the name of Sony’s.
With the major video game
event E3 coming up, there
is no doubt both companies
will show off more gameplay
and specs for both consoles.
But what can we expect from
information released so far for
both systems?
Sony announced the
PlayStation 4 before Microsoft
unveiled the Xbox One. This
has been a long stretch since
the PS3 was released, and even
longer since the Xbox 360
hit shelves. Although, we can
expect more from E3 2013,
let’s take what information has
been released on both systems
and compare what each
console has to offer, thus far.
Since the Wii U has already
hit shelves and isn’t all the
rage, I’m sure extreme gamers
are beyond Nintendo’s newest
console.
Thus far, there have been
tech specs released for both
systems dealing with hardware
console. While Sony is focusing
more on the gaming aspect
with the PlayStation 4, Microsoft is intending for the Xbox

One to be an all-in-one media
and home entertainment system capable of delivering live
TV, Internet, movies, games
and apps.
A piece of hardware essential for the Xbox One, is
the next generation of Kinect
called the Kinect 2.0. Apparently, the Xbox One needs the
new Kinect in order to function. The Kinect 2.0 is a motion-sensor camera and voice
reader used to play games and
navigate through menus, apps,
TV, movies, and games. The
Kinect 2.0 makes the Xbox
One capable of switching
through all of these forms of
entertainment through the use
of voice commands or hand
gestures.
There are some creepy
details to the Kinect 2.0,
however. According to Xbox’s
website, the Kinect 2.0 automatically signs in when you
enter the room. The camera’s
technology has a title of real
on everything, as in Real Vision, Real Motion, and Real
Voice technology that captures
your motion, your voice, and
sees everything in the room.
The Real Vision technolcompared to the prior Kinect
camera and an all-new active
IR camera enables it to see
in the dark. The camera also
uses advanced 3D geometry
and can tell when you’re offbalance.
The Real Motion technol-

ogy tracks even the slightest
gestures your body makes,
even the weightiest rotation of
your shoulder and wrist. To
me, many of these features, as
they sound now, make it feel
as though a constant presence
is in the room, even though
you could be physically alone.
Creepy, in a sense.
The Xbox One has been
leaked to not be backwards
compatible, which means it
will not be able to play old
Xbox or Xbox 360 games, but
strictly Xbox One games, including games purchased from
Xbox Live in the past.
Let me state before I
write this next little piece of
information that these are
media right now, but apparently the Xbox One will be
anti-used games. What this
means, is that if you want to
borrow a game from a friend,
or buy a used game, you would
still need to pay an activation fee, or “rights”, in order
to play that game with your
Xbox One console. Once
again, those are just rumors
if it is true, I am 100% sure
that many avid gamers, myself
included, will not take a liking
to this.
around, is that the the Xbox
One always needs to be connected to Xbox Live in order
to function and play games.
This has been dismissed by

PHOTO COURTESY OF VNTECHBLOG.COM/

Microsoft’s UK Marketing
Division head, Harvey Eagle.
Eagle has told multiple forms
of media that an internet connection will not be needed to
play games and watch movies.
In recent updates, your console
will need to connect to the
Internet at least once every 24
hours in order to play games.
On the topic of playing
movies, Microsoft isn’t making the same mistake twice.
The Xbox One will include a
Blu-Ray Player just like Sony’s
PS3. This is a drastic improvement from their Xbox 360
model.
As for new controllers, the
Xbox One’s don’t have nearly
as many new features as the
PS4s. A new feature of the
controller are Impulse Triggers
more precisely.

There haven’t been any
in-depth gameplay footage or
graphics for the Xbox One,
but hopefully there will be at
E3 2013. So far, The Xbox
One seems to be a large social
media and home entertainment device, striving away
from the likes of hardcore
gamers everywhere from becoming the next great console.
Now, onto the PlayStation
4. Since its announcement
back in February, the PlayStation 4 has released certain tech
specs regarding its hardware.
There will be a camera
similar to the Kinect called the
PlayStation Eye. This camera
is used to capture players’
movements and images while
gaming.
The PS4 controller offers
many new features. Besides
the expected vibration and re-

chargeable battery capabilities,
the PS4 controller will have a
touchpad located on the controller’s front, and is supposed
to offer new ways for gamers
to interact with games. There
will also be a share button for
players to stream live gameplay to Ustream, or upload
recorded videos to Facebook,
according to Sony’s website.
The best part about the
Wii U, from what I’ve seen
so far, is I am very pleased at
how easy it is to play classic
SNES games, although some
landmark gem might come out
for the Nintendo console in the
future.
More information and
details released about each
next-generation of console
from E3 2013.
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Tony Parker hit the game winning shot over LeBron James with less than .02 seconds left on the shot clock in Game 1 of the NBA Finals.

NBA Column: Familiar faces in the NBA Finals
Mark Schrom
SPORTS EDITOR

Well, here we are again.
The Miami Heat are in the NBA Finals
for the third year in the row, looking to
repeat as NBA champions.
We know they have “The King” LeBron James, and won the NBA championship last year, and were the favorites to win
the championship this season. They won
27 straight games during the regular season
and cruised through the NBA playoffs, until
their series with the Indiana Pacers.
After a dominating performance by the
Heat in Game Seven of the Eastern Conference Finals, most of us felt that, once
again, the Heat were poised for another
championship.
Until they ran into the road block that is
the San Antonio Spurs.
Before I give the Spurs their due diligence, let us take a trip down memory lane.
In 2007, Spurs head coach Gregg Popovich, led by Tim Duncan and the rest of

crushing defeat in the NBA Finals while
James was a member of the Cleveland
Cavaliers.
That same year was Tim Duncan’s
fourth NBA title, after leading the Spurs to
championships in 1999, 2003, and 2005.
Not to mention Duncan has three NBA
Finals MVP awards to go along with his
rings.
The Spurs are no stranger to winning
championships, and we saw that in Game
One of the series.
It wasn’t LeBron’s heroics, as everyone
thought it would be in the fourth quarter
to save the day, instead it was a member of
the Spurs’ big three, Tony Parker.
Parker, along with Duncan and Manu
Ginobili, have been together much longer
than Miami’s big three, and it showed in
Game One.
The Spurs looked like the same dynasty
that has dominated the NBA playoffs for
the last 25 years, going all the way back to
the David Robinson era.
The Heat, on the other hand, looked
like they needed another day off after the
long, grueling series with the Indiana Pac-

ers.

Chris Bosh and Dwayne Wade have put
up dismal numbers as of late, leaving Miami’s big three in question, to say the least.
Bosh is certainly feeling the Heat after
his horrendous performance in Game
One. Bosh went 6-16 and was 0-4 from
beyond the arc, including a crucial miss in
brought Miami within two points.
Wade can’t be feeling too much better
about his performance either. And even
though he had 17 points on 7-15 shooting, he missed when it mattered most: the
fourth quarter.
of Miami’s big three, LeBron James. James
had a triple-double in Game One, but only
had 18 points. It certainly wasn’t his fault
that the Heat lost, but I would bet that he
feels like it is.
By now, we are all used to James taking
over in the fourth quarter and dropping at
least 30 points each game. In Game One,
we didn’t see that.
Instead, we saw LeBron James: the
facilitator.

Hence, the triple-double, instead of
scoring 30 or more, James only scored 18
bounds.
Not a bad performance, by all means,
but when the other two members of Miami’s big three are clearly struggling and
your team blows a double-digit lead, I think
it was time for James to start shooting the
ball.
Which is what I see happening for the
rest of this series.
They tried spreading the ball around in
Game One, and it didn’t work. Next up, is
letting James take whatever shot he wants.
I know it sounds rather blunt and ridiculous, but he isn’t being called “the best
player on the planet” for nothing. Let the
man shoot the ball.
James isn’t going to get swept by the
Spurs again, he’ll do whatever is required
to be sure that won’t happen.
Spurs may have taken Game One and
have a championship pedigree, but I still
pick the Heat in seven.

NHL Column: Bring back
1980-1986 Playoff format
Ryan Fitzgerald
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

After watching both
NHL Conference Finals,
mainly the Eastern Conference, it got me thinking
all the way back to the
game where the New York
Islanders beat the New York
Rangers in an overtime
thriller. Ken Morrow, who
won the gold medal with
coach Herb Brooks in 1980,
sent his famous coaches
team home early.
How does that pertain,
you might ask?
round of the NHL playoffs

0-for-15, and a team that
was known for shutdown
defense.
When a team only
scores two goals over a fourgame span, the results are
usually unfavorable to that
team, and that’s what occurred to the Penguins. To
put that in perspective, the
Penguins scored 47 goals
in the two series prior. Two
of the game’s biggest stars
play for the Penguins, and
Sidney Crosby and Evengi
Malkin had zero points,
while the Bruins’ David
Krejci scored four goals.
Furthermore, the Blackhawks won the Western

before the NHL moved to a
best-of-seven format. That
old era’s layout makes an
abundance of more logic to
me after watching the No. 1
seeded Pittsburgh Penguins
get demolished by the No. 4
seeded Boston Bruins.

against the reigning Stanley
Cup champions: Los Angeles Kings, but the Kings put
forth a much better effort
than the Penguins. The
Blackhawks are just a better
team, plain and simple.

second in points in the truncated 48-game NHL season, with 72 points, behind
the Chicago Blackhawk’s 77
points. The Penguins didn’t
look like a team that had
an NHL best power play in

teams in the playoffs have
won the Stanley Cup in the
previous four seasons: the
Kings in 2012, the Bruins
in 2011, the Blackhawks in
2010, and the Penguins in
2009.

It was a sight for sore
eyes, most of the time,
watching both series, and
I expected a more thrilling
and eventful Conference
Finals, especially being that
all four teams won the Cup
the previous four seasons.
This is why I think the
NHL, and commissioner
Gary Bettman, should go
ing round, so this sort of
thing doesn’t happen. Yes,
the Penguins ran into a
hot goalie in Tuuka Rask,
who stopped 134 out of the
136 shots he faced, and the
Penguins did play better the
last two games, but a sweep
in the Conference should
never happen.
In the opening round,
the Penguins had a tough
time against the number
eight seeded New York
Islanders, winning in six
games, and the Bruins took
it to the wire winning in
overtime in game seven
against the Toronto Maple
Leafs. So, why the Penguins
their legs and the Bruins
after game seven against the
Maple Leafs in the opening
round is beyond me.
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Chicago’s Patrick Kane hit the game winning goal in double overtime to advance his team to the Stanley Cup Finals against the Boston Bruins.

However, I am leaning
towards how physical and
competitive the Islanders played the Penguins.
The Islanders took a vast
amount of wind out of the
Penguins sail playing them
remarkably well. Instead of
having to win four games,
winning three might have
saved the Penguins from the
bumps and bruises they accumulated over the series.
The Blackhawks
breezed past the Minnesota
to make a dramatic comeback against the Detroit

Redwings, winning the last
four games after the Wings
took a commanding three
to one series lead. However,
if the Blackhawks had the
juice in their legs to do so,
and if they would’ve had
a seven game series, there
might be a different team
representing the Western
Conference.
Being that I used to
play hockey, I know that
having two or three extra
days off to heal is essential
because hockey is a grueling sport that takes a toll on
the human body. Having a

would allow teams to rest
and would make for a far
NHL playoffs.
Some history was made,
since 1979 that the Montreal Canadians beat the
where it’ll be an all Original Six Stanley Cup Final.
However, I would prefer a
more compelling and comanytime over history.

